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United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Hall of Witness

Bearing Witness for Darfur

June 24, 2004
“My name is Nesse Godin. I am a survivor of the Holocaust. I lived through a ghetto concentration camp, four labor camps and a death march. I experienced hunger and fear. I witnessed the destruction of my own Jewish community of Shauliai, Lithuania, a community of ten thousand Jewish people, men, women and children.

I survived this darkest time in history by the grace of the Lord and the kindness of Jewish women who gave me a bite of bread when I was starving, wrapped my body in straw when I was freezing, picked me up from the ground when I was severely beaten. Those women made me promise to remember them, but most of all to teach the world what hatred and prejudice can do.

We, the survivors who witnesses those atrocities, are fulfilling those promises we made to our parents, brothers, sisters who were brutally killed by the Nazis. We do so with the help of this wonderful institution of education for humanity, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. We, the survivors of the Holocaust stand with you, shoulder by shoulder, to stop the killing of innocent people, men, women and children.

Let’s all together make a pledge to make this world a better place. Let’s make this the best country in the world, the United States of America, a place where all people regardless of how we pray or look come to live freely.

God bless you and God bless America.”

Nesse had several people in mind (both living and dead) when she pledged that she would make this world a better place. As a culmination of our Holocaust lesson, complete the attached Holocaust Remembrance Pledge while drawing upon memories of people from the past and individuals of today who are sources of inspiration to you.

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE PLEDGE

As a result of our work with the Holocaust Identification Cards, the Life in Shadows exhibition, class discussions, the film of Le Chambon and your responses to the reflection questions, what can YOU now pledge to do? What is your responsibility when confronted with hatred, prejudice or anti-Semitism? How will you follow the example set by Nesse Godin to make this world a better place? To whom do you make this pledge?

